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What is a Primary Source?  

Definition: First-hand account or direct evidence of 

a topic under investigation.  Also can be recorded 

after the event as memoirs or oral histories. 
 

Importance to Social Scientists: They serve as raw 

material to analyze the past without any 

interpretation or filtration. Primary sources are the 

evidence that social scientists use to build an 

interpretation and construct an argument. 
 

Examples of Traditional Primary Sources: Diaries, 

Letters, Speeches, Photographs, Scrapbooks, 

Newspapers, Surveys, or anything produced 

during a defined time period by people. 
 

Dilemma of the Digital Age: Many primary sources 

are now “born digital”, which means they originate 

in a digital format.  Often, there is no physical 

counterpart.   
 

Examples of Primary Sources Today: E-mail, 

Blogs, Websites, Online Polls, Social Media, E-

books, Digital Photographs, Online Newspapers, 

Electronic Journals, and Electronic Records 

 
 

 

 
 

Electronic Records- National Level  

Electronic Records- State Level 

Social Science Data: Surveys, Polls, and Interviews 

DATA-PASS: (Data Preservation Alliance for the 

Social Sciences) Began in 2004 with NDIPP 

funding and tasked with identification, appraisal, 

acquisition, processing, and preservation of 

important social science research data. 
 

Social Science Data Examples:  

9/11 surveys, opinion polls on foreign and 

domestic policies, research data on aging, health 

care, race relations, women’s rights, employment, 

and family life, polling data, etc. 
 

Partners: Electronic and Special Media Records 

Services Division at NARA, Inter-university 

Consortium for Political and Social Research 

(ICPSR), the Roper Center for Public Opinion 

Research, the Howard W. Odum Institute for 

Research in Social Science, and the Institute for 

Quantitative Social Science (IQSS), and the Social 

Science Archive (UCLA) 
 

Shared Catalog: Allows users to download social 

science data from all partners and other 

contributing archives.   
 

Safe-Archive:  Created an open-source storage 

platform  that allows the distributed replication of 

digital holdings of a participating institution. 

Electronic Journals  

Misconceptions: The 2010 OCLC report, A Slice of 

Research Life, pointed out researchers expected 

digital content to be refreshed and digitally 

manipulated  and available indefinitely.  
 

Budget Allocations:  About 60% of the materials 

budget is spent on e-content among Association of 

Research Libraries. 
 

2CUL: Collaboration between Columbia and 

Cornell University Libraries for cataloging, e-

resource management, collection development, 

and digital preservation.  

• Undertook a study of the preservation of their e-

journals by comparing their holdings by title in 

LOCKSS and PORTICO. 

•Found that about 26% of its e-journal holdings 

were actually being preserved in both systems. 

Grants:  

•Over $12 million funded by the NHPRC. 

• NDIPP Funded Preserving State Government 

Initiative including four multi-state projects with 

awards totaling $2.25 million in 2008.  
 

State Electronic Records Initiative (SERI):  The 

Council of State Archivists surveyed the 50 states 

and 4 territories about their electronic records 

program.  

 

 

  

•35 states (about 60%) reported that they do not 

have a electronic records program. 

•34% do not accession their electronic records. 

•Further research in education training, awareness 

of electronic records, governance issues within 

states, and best practices, tools, and 

implementation strategies. 

Results: 

• Relied on LOCKSS and PORTICO instead of 

ERM software to find out what was being stored. 

•Measured % of e-journal titles, not holdings or 

cost.  Therefore, the coverage of current, 

scholarly, peer-reviewed journals is higher as they 

tend to have both the most content and highest 

cost. 

•Found that many of its e-journals lacked ISSNs in 

its bibliographic record, which nearly all e-

journals had that were deposited in either system, 

which brought the estimate down to about 15% of 

its total holdings being preserved in either 

LOCKSS or PORTICO.  

Newspapers 

Past Preservation Methods: Microfilming and 

Digitalization (i.e. Chronicling America) 
 

PDF Masters:  Newspapers create PDF masters 

before sending them for printing.  Seen as next 

preservation method through conversion to PDF-A 

and adding metadata.   
 

Copyright Problems: Each aspect of a newspaper 

has a different copyright holder whether it is the 

columnist or the photographer.   

• The New York Times v. Tasini (2001) found that 

publishers could not submit freelance work to 

news databases (i.e. LexisNexis) without additional 

compensation to the copyright holders.  In the 

wake of this case, many publishers are leery of 

giving libraries digital back issues still under 

copyright even for preservation purposes. 
 

Possible Solutions: Encode copyright in the 

metadata and have newspaper publishers sign an 

copyright agreement to preserve them and make 

them searchable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metadata Schemes: 

•METS/ALTO- XML schema where METS provides 

metadata and structural information while ALTO 

contains content and physical information, already 

used in the National Digital Newspapers Program. 

•NITF (News Industry Text Format)- XML schema 

developed by the International Press 

Telecommunications Council. NITF represents the 

content and structure of news articles and 

accompanying metadata, substantial adoption by 

newswire services and newspaper publishers. 
 

Pilot Projects: University of California Riverside 

Texas, University of North Texas, and University of 

Kentucky are actively collecting PDF masters 

directly from publishers, adding necessary 

metadata, and hosting them on their websites. 
 

 

 

Collects and 

preserves all 

content in its 

original format 

provided by the 

publisher; uses 

format metadata to 

render content in 

stored browser.   

Ingests data files 

in whatever format 

the publisher 

uses; changes the 

files to a standard 

archival format 

which it can 

subsequently 

manage over time.  

Two Different Approaches to Preservation 

LOCKSS VS. PORTICO 

Presidential Reform: In 2011, President Obama 

signed the Presidential Memorandum- Managing 

Electronic Records, which called for reforms of the 

record management policies of the federal 

government under the direction of NARA and 

requested the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget and the National Archivist formulate a 

directive.   
 

Managing Government Records Directive 2012:  

• Calls for a digital government as a way to 

promote openness and  accountability . 

•By 2016, federal agencies will manage both 

temporary and permanent e-mail records in an 

electronic format.  

•Federal agencies are encouraged to digitize 

permanent hard-copy formats or other analog 

formats as part of the transition to electronic 

records.  

•By 2019, federal agencies will manage all 

permanent electronic records in an  

electronic format.  
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